Christ Is Born!
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This quote is true, when | recall
an incident of my life that really
made me believe that miracles do
happen. It was September 2007
when | was in a Carbon Monoxide
incident and God saved me as |
had inhaled 17 % of the gas and
only 3% more had put my life in
jeopardy. Thanks to my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ for bringing
me out of that situation. But the
blessed part is still to come,
during this incident and also going
through three deaths in the family
consecutively put me out of work
and school for a period of time.
But | had bills to pay surely, my
apartment rent was due and | was
$200 short of the whole amount. |
prayed to God and wished for a
miracle and believed in it. The
night before |1 had to give my
dues, | was really upset and
asked God for His help and
mercy. And behold! The next
morning | was surprised to find 10
bills of $20. | trembled with fear,
got nervous and anxious to find
the source where it came from. |
went to ask my Japanese
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roommate whether she had a
complaint of lost money. She

%A E O] cliecke@andohfifhéd. | was so

shocked but praised God
Almighty for providing my need.
Surely, | knew it is from God
because | had nothing in my
purse a night before.

My fellow church members, all |
have to testify is that God is here
and we just need to rely on him
for all our needs. He kept me safe
in an alien country and gave me
peace of mind and comfort at all
levels and phases of life. Jesus
embraced me at times of
discomfort and | felt him close to
me. Therefore, now | want to take
an opportunity to share His
message of peace and love to
share in faith at this auspicious
time of Christmas so get blessed
abundantly by being a blessing
for other.

God bless you all. | Wish you a
Merry Christmas and a blessed
New Year.

Suzzanna Javed
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How to know God? Where
do we begin?

Rev. Richard Jones

Pastor Grace Lutheran Church

We want to know God. Our souls

seek to connect to God. We know
God is real and God is everywhere,
yet He is so elusive that He seems to
be nowhere. Often we are like a
learned scholar who went to a
Copenhagen church to see
Thorvaldsen's famed statue of Jesus
Christ called Come unto Me. As he
stood looking at the statue,
disappointment seemed to creep into
his face.

A little boy, standing near, said: "Sir,
you must go close to Him. Kneel
down before Him, and look up into
His face." The scholar walked
forward and did as the little boy had
suggested and found the wondrous
beauty in the Master's face, not
known by those who remain at a
distance.

How true this is for all of us! It is
when we go close to Him, kneel
down before Him, and look up into
His face, that we find the light. As we
go close to Him, kneel down before
Him our view of God often gets in the
way. Perhaps we view God as a sort
of "resident policeman" "gentle Jesus
meek and mild"-the "pale
Galilean™God in a box"-neatly
wrapped up with all the answers in a
little pocket Bible we carry with us.
But all these are muddy conceptions
of the true nature of our blessed Lord
and God. There are aspects of God
we cannot know. If we were able to
understand God completely or even
rationally then we would be limiting
God by making God fit within our

knowledge. The best we can do is let
scripture speak to us about God. We
must be aware that scripture reveals
God to us within a certain limitedness
because we are limited. Our growth
in knowing God is dependent on our
starting point with scripture. | believe
the best starting point is what
scripture starts with. Genesis 1:1 In
the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. The point of
this verse is twofold. First, God is
greater than every and anything in all
aspects. God is first cause.
Everything that exist has it origin
from God. Most importantly in terms
of relationship we must keep in mind
God is not a type of superman rather
he is greater than man. Numbers
23:19 God is not a man, that he
should lie, nor a son of man, that he
should change his mind. Does he
speak and then not act? God is
greater than anyone's concept of
God. Daniel 2:47 The king said to
Daniel, "Surely your God is the God
of gods and the Lord of kings and a
revealer of mysteries, for you were
able to reveal this mystery.” All
religious concept of God are limited
for there are mans view. Only the
religious concepts that reflect the
scriptures are correct. For there are
not many gods but only one. Mark
12:32 "Well said, teacher," the man
replied. "You are right in saying that
God is one and there is no other but
him.

The second point of Genesis 1:1 is
that God is creator. We are the
creatures under the creator. We are
made not the maker. Our purpose is
set by the creator not ourselves. Our
view of the world is shaped by what
the creator says not what we think
and feel. Standards of right and
wrong come frm the creator not the
creature. God has the authority and
power because he is the creator and
we are the creature.

Our starting point with God must be
receiving not telling. We need to
receive what he reveals and not
guestion it. We need to ask in
humility of the creature coming to
creator for help, wisdom and
guidance. We must accept the
agenda God set and not try to create
our own. There has to be an
understanding that we only exist
because the creator lets us. It is His
will and pleasure that drives the
creature creator relationship. God is
in charge not us. Ask yourself how
you feel and sit with this creator
creature relationship. Are you
seeking God to shape and transform
your reality or just fit in with your
view? Does it upset you that you do
not know the why, what and how of
life? Do you demand of God or just
receive?

THE LADIES AID
CHRISTMAS PARTY

RUTH HENRICHSON

I t is said that Lutheran women

really know how to cook delicious
food. Wednesday, December 3rd, at
the Ladies Aid Christmas Party was
no exception. 25 women shared
delicious foods brought by those who
attended. Many main course dishes
as well as desserts were enjoyed by
all.  Shirley Jensen provided the
entertainment, a fun game and the
singing of Christmas Carols. The
tables were beautifully decorated in
the theme of the season. A table
prize of a lovely vase painted by our
resident artist Kris Jochen was won
by a person at each table. We can
truly say, "A good time was had by
all.”
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The Great Commission

BARBARA DRENZYK
CHAIR BOARD OF EVANGELISM

For the past couple of weeks

Suffolk County has been highlighted
in the news. Mastic, Patchogue, Islip
Terrace, and Deer Park. Places that
involve my life. | worship and have
friends in the Mastic area; | live in
East Patchogue and grew up in Deer
Park-three out of four of the
highlighted places.

Let me share why they have been
high profiled places. A street in
Mastic woke up to bias graffiti on
their cars, seven youths Kkilled a
Hispanic man in Patchogue, the KKK
left flyers in Islip Terrace and last but
not least, the KKK was distributing
flyers at the Deer Park train station.
All hateful, evil thoughts and actions.

My heart has been so burdened by
all of this and have had thoughts that
keep swimming in my head. When |
watched the seven youths, who are
not much older than one of my sons
and not much younger than another
is, | watched the hardness and
defiance on their faces. Not a sign of
remorse or shame. It made my hair
stand up and then it all fell into place.
| realized that level of senseless
hatred comes from one place. It is
pure evil. Lives ruined on both ends-
that of the slain man and that of
these boys whose lives are forever
changed and all of the families
involved.

Many times in these past few weeks,
| have woken up in the middle of the
night over this. This is a form of
persecution and where does it stop?
Right now Hispanics are being
targeted. Who is next? The new
president, women, homosexuals, and
the list could go on and on until finally

us, the Christians have full

persecution here.

We are to take all things and stack it
up to the truth (the Bible) and see
where it stands. | want to share with
you what | found. He tells us to love
one another above all else. His type
of love is the only thing that combats
that evil. It is not a choice, not if we
feel like it. | challenge each of us to
look inside of ourselves and our
prejudices that may be left over from
childhood and overflows into our
homes in words and actions. Place
that before the Throne, leave it there,
and come back with the Truth. We
are all the same and all need a
Savior.

The next thing | would like to share is
The Great Commission. We all know
the phrase and command. However,
we choose every day to ignore it or
under use it. He did not say if you
want to or if you think this person
deserves it or you like this person.
Go (being the action word here) and
make (more action) disciplines all of
all nations. Pretty cut and dry.

| encourage you to spend some time
and have a conversation with Pastor
Yousuf and members of his family.
Listen carefully to living in
persecution for being a Christian and
what goes with it. Look into their eyes
and see that love that casts out fear.
Talk to them about how much and
how purposefully they go share their
fair. You will feel yourself realizing
how you donot
commandments. How we are being
disobedient to God by not.

As we enter Advent, awaiting our
Savior to be born and celebrate
Christmas and come into the year
2009, think about giving the gift of
Him to people. Make that decision to
not sit back and let this evil hatred

come into our communities and
schools. Pray and pray hard and then
put legs on those prayers and take
every opportunity to witness about a
real Savior. He
kept a secret. Spread the Good
News and do it now.

’-“
.
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Angelic Voices

Christine Tartaglione
CHILDRENG MUSIC MINISTRY

A s | write, | cannot believe it is

less than a week away from
Thanksgiving.
Ministry has really grown. There are
about 15 to 20 children ranging from
age 4 to 14.
It is such a blessing to watch them
grow in confidence and love of the
Lord. November 2™ the Children led
boththe9 and 11 o6b6cl
worship and song. They did a
spectacular job. Tommy, Rebecca,
Veronica, TJ, Joe, Samantha, Jenna,
and Tianna read scripture in between
the songs of worship. My favorite
verse was John 8:12 When Jesus
spoke again to the people , hel
am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of
| i f Hijahowas going to read for us
but ended up in the hospital with
p?ndlcms and had to have surgery.
e reaIIy missed h|mS and are very
glad he is back and feeling better.

We have also been blessed with
another violinist, Ayhsia. She did a
fantastic job with only about 2 weeks
of preparation. Many of our children
play instruments in school;
Continued on Page 4
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From Page 3

it is so much more special when they
can share their God given talent with
their Church
usinl
the leaders of the Levites to appoint
their brothers as singers to sing joyful
songs, accompanied by musical
instruments:  lyres, harps and
cymbals. o0 é.So

when you see Rebecca on her
trombone or Olivia on her bass
clarinet, Hailey, Tianna and Molly on
their clarinets, TJ on his cello, Elijah
on his baritone, and Sara, Danielle
and Ayhsia on their violins.

Children sing at Services in November

You may notice that sometimes
some of the children do not seem to
be singing. It is very difficult to stand
in front of people and sing, speak or
play an instrument. Sometimes all
they can do is stand. This is okay.
Today they may only stand there
tomorrow they are singing a solo. It is
amazing to watch them develop.
Lukas, Johnny Brandon and
Christopher all did a great job. For
some of them this was the very first
time they sang in front of anyone.
Aylani is going to try for the first time
to read a little something for the
Thanksgiving Eve Service. | think
she is very brave and | am confident
she will do a great job.

As we, all know children can become
a bit fidgety. By the second service,
the older children found the toys in
the back of the church, which are

used to occupy youngsters. Since
they already sat nicely through the
first service, | did not think this to be
a bad thing. Actually, it was the first

familygme | Gaf hém WO fusbtlyt afd
Chr oni c |Dawsd told5 :

}oBused. f Four-year-old Shyan, one
of our youngest members, decided it
was time for a little nap. What a nice
place to get a little extra rest.

d o n Me abee now upreparing sferd the

Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve
Family Services. There is much work
to be done. We will be adding
Saturday rehearsals, (10am-12 noon)
to our regular schedule of
Wednesday, 7pm
10:30am. If they cannot make it on a
Wednesday, they can come to the
Saturday or Sunday rehearsals. This
way all children get the opportunity to
participate.

Grace's Baseball Game

Outing

Anne Montanez

Chair Board of Board of
Fellowship

T hirty-eight family and friends of

Grace Lutheran Church gathered at
Citibank Park Stadium in Central
Islip, NY on sun. September 14" to
see the Long Island Ducks (L.1.) play
the Pennsylvania York Revolutions.
Amongst our group were the winners
ofour 2007 Christmas dinner
and dance raffle, Congratulations to

Jay and Ruth

Ruth and Jay Lanning. We hope you
had a good time as well!

It was a bright sunny day at the
stadium with many happenings

| Specause it was “fan appreciation

day". Our seats were at the third
base line. They were great seats
especially when we saw the runs first
hand coming in to home plate. The
L.I. Ducks won 12 to 7. All had a fun
time.

The winner of the L.I. Ducks group
raffle from Grace Lutheran Church
was Anthony Montanez. He received
a L.I. Ducks signed baseball by Ray

Navarrete who is one ofthet eamobs
andop Spah&d Y 0 Tongratulations

Anthony, hope you had a good time
as well.

On Behalf of the Board of Fellowship
we Hope to see you next year when
Grace "Takes you out to the ball
game" once again next summer.
May you have a happy, healthy and
blessed Christmas 2008! God's
Blessings

Grace is proud of Sarah
Suzzanna Javed

Sarah Dawber, is an inspirational

teenager at Grace Lutheran Church.
The first time | saw the young lady in
the Youth Band, | believed the fact,
of her being the spiritual entity of God
and there is something behind the
scenes Grace needs to know. |
approached her and got certainly
amazed with a strong willed young
woman, spiritually involved in faith
with the teaching of Jesus Christ.
Rarely, do you encounter, a 17-
year-old High School Senior talking
about God so enthusiastically. She
informed me that her acceptance of
Jesus into her life was at the age of
13, in Saratoga Springs NY at a
Youth Convention and gives credit
to John Bernor our Youth Leader
Continued on Page 5

Grace Notes December 2008 4



From Page 4

who helped her strengthen
relationship with God.

She is not only an active youth
member but also leads a youth
group. She is the President of the
Youth Alive Bible Club at William
Floyd High School.

She is an essential part of an
amazing band comprised of Danny
Miranda, John Kelly, Nick Balzano,
Mishy Doyle, Kathy Corcoran, Josh
Azar and Dominick Drenzyk. Her
plan is to double major in Music
Education and Sacred Music from
Nyack. Therefore, let us take a
minute to encourage and bless her
for future.

her

Ten Predictions No Matter

Who Wins The Election:

1) The Bible will still have all the
answers.

2) Prayer will still work.

3) The Holy Spirit will still move.

4) God will still inhabit the praises of
His people.

5) There will still be God-anointed
preaching.

6) There will still be singing of praise
to God.

7) God will still pour out blessings
upon His people.

8) There will still be room at the
Cross.

9) Jesus will still love you.

10) Jesus will still save the lost.

ISN'T IT GREAT TO KNOW WHO IS
STILL IN CONTROL? (Amen)

, OOEAOAI I Al
Missionary League

Fall Retreat
Linda Guteres

I n October, many of our local area

women were able to participate in the
beauti ful Luther
Missionary League Fall Retreat. It
was held in the very accommodating

Tuscarora Inn  and Conference
Center. Linda Reiser, the immediate
past President of the National LWML,
blessed us with wonderful leadership
speaking to us about being a Joy
Filled Vessel.

How many of us are joy filled? If we
are filled with joy, how long does it
last? In my case, joy seems to come
in waves and it tends to leave my
presence in the same way. | get
splashed in the f ac e wi t h
hilarityo and I
happiness. Then the tide changes,
my happiness fades, and my joy
floats away on the white caps of tidal
waves of stress, worry, and
pressures of my life.

One truth held true throughout the
weekend. That truth is that true joy is
directly dependant on our personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ is the one and only true joy
dispenser.

Another truth that rang true that
weekend was that our joy in Christ
can be strengthened through the
earthly  relationships we have
between our sisters and brothers
Christ.

One way you can create or enhance
your earthly relationship with sisters
in Christ is coming to Grace Lutheran
Churchdés Womanés

Our next breakfast is January 17,
2009. The breakfast begins at 9 am
and ends around 11:30 am. All
women are invited and encouraged

=tozattend. There is no charge for the

breakfast, but a free will offering will
be gladly accepted to help defray the
cost in providing the food for the day.

Being away was truly refreshing.
Being able to bring home this
wonderful message is a blessing.
Knowi ng

Jesusét hat

a Bome anVShHE iR Bis priceless gift

adffeeed t her dtesomumy

sharing His joy between other sisters
in Christ. Hope to see you soon!

Grace Lutheran ChurA E 6 O
71T AT 60 "EAT A " «(
Dates and Topics.

Linda Guteres

October 18, 2008

Tricia Brandt discussed the healing
shehhasPeRperienced and how it has
td Nthe
faithfulness of Jesus Christ. We also
vi ewed AStepping I
Nicole Johnson skit telling of a
womands desperate fi
cancer.

nt

Tricia Speaksf her healing.

November 15, 2008

Grace Lutheran Chur ¢
Ladies Aid Society held their annual
Holid&y Fair" Weehjby@dSybod food,
fellowship, and a day of shopping
among friends. All money raised

went to support all the efforts of our
Ladies Aid Society.

January 17, 2009

Do you like to knit or crochet? Would
you like to learn? Would you like to
learn how knitting and crocheting can
help supply people in need? Gayle
Klein will be one of the main people
who Sis wiIIinlg itoC sehfilree heg talents
with all oip us. Come, ?earri, and
fellowship while benefiting those
around you. Continued on Page 6
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February 21, 2009
Angels-sounds innocent enough. But
are they becoming a replacement for
Jesus Christ? Ginny Wirsing will be
discussing angels and she will dispel
some of the rumors about angels as
well as unearth many falsehoods we
have come to accept over the years.

All breakfasts begin at 9:00 am.
All women are invited and
encouraged to attend.

If you would like to provide the food
for any of our breakfasts or have a
topic suggestion for future bible
breakfasts, please contact Linda
Guteres at 631/924-1776 or Grace
Lutheran Churchos
8196.

Community Generosity
Tony Vasell
Elder Grace Lutheran Church

On 8 December, | had the honor of

attending the Community Service
Pr oj ect 6s THesetuacheens
held throughout the year serve as the
venue to distribute  generous
monetary awards to churches and
community organizations that then
use the money to help those who
may need a little boost at times.

More commonly known as the
AThr i f tby Bang ofeus, and
located on Mastic Road just north of
the Post Office, it operates Monday
thru Saturday from 10:00 to 4:00 with
an average of 15 volunteers from
Grace and other local churches who
serve faithfully throughout the week.

Community Service Project, Voluntee

n.

In these days of income diminished
through various factors, the Thrift
Storeds business

allowing them to serve the

community significantly more by
providing for basic needs of clothing
and other items and secondarily by
representing these generous cash
awards to
organizations
programs.

community
Outreach

many
for their

Dot Lamboy presents chedbkr Grace i1

If you get a chance; stop on by, say
hello to the volunteers, and take
advantage of a service that is meant
for all of us. In addition, perhaps
when you see your fellow church
members you may want to thank
them for their service.

T A8 O $EGER A
first coming of Lord Jesus
Christ Into this world is
the real beauty of

Christmas.

People are celebrating Christmas

around the world. Christians are
celebrating this day as the birth of
their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and many are taking this day as the
seasonal festival, It is very important
to know for everyone and especially
for Christians that why our Lord God
appointed his word (Jesus Christ ) to
take flesh. in his appointed time in
this world, God 6 s Di vas pee
the Holy Bible, is our God Fathers
Divine Planning to save mankind
from sin, and eternal death, Once a

man back home
you tell us that God knows of the

a pastwad| Futyre, themiger nust knsw

that we human beings are sinners by
nature than why di
usually tell them that God knows that
we are sinners, because before
creating this world God knew,
because opposition of Gods glory,
the devil was there. The devil was an
angel who rebelled against God, his
creator, so he was thrown, from the
heaven, iHow you have
heaven, O morning star! Son of the
dawn, you have been cast down to
the earth, (Isaiah 14:12). The devil
has always desired to oppose the
Glory of the Father, Isaiah 14:13 -14:
You said in your heart, "l will ascend
to heaven; | will raise my throne
above the stars of God; | will sit
enthroned on the mount of assembly,
on the utmost heights of the sacred
mountain. | will ascend above the
tops of the clouds; | will make myself
like the Most High."

So God; who wanted to create this
world, and always never liked to yield
his glory. to another, knew that devil
OWII Ar ly turn His mankind to sin
and he needed to send a Savior who
can make peace between Him and
mankind, when Lord Godb s
planned birth of Jesus Christ then
He created this world. Apostle John
said in
things were made, without him
nothing was made that has been
made, in hi

If we carefully study the whole Bible
than we will grasp that Holy Bible has
the history of Hebrews and History of
Jesus Christ His First coming and His
second coming.
My son Ben Jesus says that from
where ever you study Holy Bible, it
Pdiddlk about only one person and
that is our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Continued on Page 7
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From Page 6

The Holy Bible  which you are
holding in your hands today is not the
same as that was a few hundred
years before, people have scrolls and
no man has all the scrolls but God&
men collected them from different
sources and compiled them it into
one book which is called the Holy
Bible they were amazed to learn that
from beginning to end ,from Genesis
to Revelation it talks about one man
and He is no one else but our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

His birth is predicted in Genesis
when our Lord God cursed the devil,:
Genesis 3:15 : And | will put enmity
between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel." Our Lord God chose
Abraham, that in his race Son of
God, may take flesh, and he
promised to Abraham, and who had
no child till that time and said in
Genesis 17:1-7: When Abram was
ninety-nine years old, the LORD
appeared to him and said, "I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be
blameless. | will confirm my covenant
between me and you and will greatly
increase your numbers." Abram fell
facedown, and God said to him, Asf
for me, this is my covenant with you:
You will be the father of many
nations. No longer, will you be called
Abram; your name will be Abraham,
for | have made you a father of many
nations. | will make you very fruitful; |
will make nations of you, and kings
will come from you. | will establish
my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and
your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God
and the God of your descendants
after you. The Birth of Jesus Christ,
from time to time our Lord God, has
predicted through His prophets,
about the Divine Birth of Jesus Christ

Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and
will call him Immanuel Isaiah 7:14. In
St Lukedbs Gos pe3db In the
sixth  month, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin's
name was Mary. The angel went to
her and said, "Greetings, you who
are highly favored! The Lord is with
you." Mary was greatly troubled at
his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
you have found favor with God. You
will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end." "How will
this be,” Mary asked the angel,
"since | am a virgin?" The angel
answered, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the
Son of God. Isaiah also honored the
Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of
the sea, along the Jordan, we read in
Isaiah 9:2-7: The people walking in
darkness have seen a great light; on
those living in the land of the shadow
of death a light has dawned. You
have enlarged the nation and
increased their joy; they rejoice
before you as people rejoice at the
harvest, as men rejoice when
dividing the plunder. For as in the
day of Midian's defeat, you have
shattered the yoke that burdens
them, the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor. Every
warrior's boot used in battle and
every garment rolled in blood will be
destined for burning, will be fuel for

the fire. For to us a child is born, to
us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful

2 6Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and
peace there will be no end. He will
reign on David's throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding
it with justice and righteousness from
that time on and forever. The zeal of
the LORD Almighty will accomplish
this. God even pointed to the little
village, the birthplace of Jesus Christ
by the prophet Micah: "But you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you
are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who
will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from ancient
times." Micah 5:2 When our Lord
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, The
Host of Heavens, came on earth,
praising and saying, Glory to God in
the Highest and on earth peace, to
men on whom his favor rests.
(Luke2:14) Because the child born
was true God, the star in the sky was
leading wise men to his birth place,
angels were giving the good news of
his birth, all the mechanism of
heaven were busy in his birth, the
kiling of little children  was
prophesized long before by the
prophet Jeremiah 31:15: This is what
the LORD says: "A voice is heard in
Ramah, mourning and great
weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children and refusing to be
comforted, because her children are
no more.". See how God is explained
in Exodus 34:6-7a: And he passed in
front of Moses, proclaiming,

"The LORD, the LORD, the
compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin.."

Continued on Page 8
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From Page 7

Now for a moment think of Jesus
Christ, when he lived on earth, His
teaching was his own, his worst
enemy praised him that he does not
teach as scribers but as master, he
was making whole the sick, giving
life to dead, with little bread feeding
thousands, forgiving sins, opening
gates of heaven, and even giving
assurance of heaven that you will be
with me in heaven today to a robber,
because heaven and the earth are
His kingdom.

He was right what he said, 0 Do n 0 t

believe that | am in the Father (God)
and that the Father is in me? The
words | say to you are not just my
own, Rather; it is the Father, living in
me, who is doing his work. Sinners
become saints; robbers enter into
heaven for His wonderful glory.
Believe in Him, he is our true God,
His love can make us overcome all
hindrances and our faith in Him can
make the impossible; possible.
Zacharias (tax collector) became son
of Abraham, Mary Magdalene starts
a saintly life, Matthew (tax collector)
became a Gospel writer, weak and
coward Peter became the Rock.

Now what can stop us from saying
that lesus Christ son of God is true
God, is born for us todayd® We are
blessed who have seen his glorious
living on this earth we have seen His
crucifixion, His resurrection and we
are waiting for his glorious coming
again, Joy to the world the Lord has
come, €é and he
share with everyone you meet that
our lord is great, He is King of Kings
and God of gods, we are proud of
Him...What do you think of The
Christ? He is altogether Lovely.

May God Bless you

Pastor Yousuf.

wi |

Thanksgiving Generosity
Tony Vasell
Elder, Grace Lutheran Church

O ne ministry at Grace that certainly

benefits from and is dependent on
the generosity of others including the
AThri ftsthBtSorceé a |
food basket program. Al the
resources required to assemble
Thanksgiving baskets come from
donations of one kind or another.
Our baskets are given to members of
our church and community who can
benefit from such a special gift. It all
starts with the donation of food by
%e?n%ers of the congregation;

Our Scouting Troop and Pack that
we sponsor here at Grace then
augment this collection of food
greatly. After all the food s
inventoried and categorized and the
turkey count is made, assembly of
the baskets can begin.

5 e Pk |

Volunteers with Thanksgi\-/ig Baskéts

A few days before the actual
distribution day, volunteers from the
congregation; sometimes with family
members come, assemble, and
decorate the baskets in an effort to
shine a Ilittle

turkeys come from some of the
employers of various congregants,
without those donations, much more
money would be spent. This year we
were able to provide 50 baskets.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED

mor

IIivesC XerWe genaergtg i an1ations of

Grace says God Bless to
some Old Friends

On Sunday 5 October, we
celebrated our fellowship with a
little extra praise and worship and
then sadly bid adieu to some long

Mi niiimé frién¥sSahd leaders of Grace.

During the two contemporary
worship services that day, former
and current members reunited,
and joined together to praise God
and to thank Him for the gift and
blessings the Finocchio family

|

Chris Diare and Dana

has been to Grace over all of
these years. Sometimes we see
people and do not know of all
their contributions or the roles
over the years. Leaders of youth,
men, music, president, board
chairs and members, faithful
congregants to mention a few. As
is our tradition at Grace; prior to
the benediction there was a time
gf group prayer alnq] bIess(ian%sIb
Send ouf friends on thélr way as
they take wup residence in
Clarksville Georgia. After
Services that day, we had a
wonderful feast supplied and
attended to by the board of
Fellowship and their volunteers.
So as we will certainly miss them
all we pray that their futures will
be filled with God& grace and
peace.

Grace Notes December 2008 8

to .
"e ds



Grace Lutheran Church

240 Mastic Road
(PO Box 496)
Mastic Beach, NY, 11951

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was
first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. S
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because
belonged to the house and line ofldd. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to he
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed hinaimanger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lor
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they vezriied. But the angel said to them,

"Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviol
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find advapped in cloths and lying in

a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." When the angels had left thgomarato
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lt
has told us about." So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. Wh
they had gen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to thdBut Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifygnand praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just

as they had been told. St.[ dz] GoSp&IChapter2 Versesl-20
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