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GRACE NOTES 
 

HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 
Well my friends Spring is here at last and with it the hope of new life and sunny days.  We see evidence 
of that new life all around us as we watch and wait with great anticipation for those first buds on the 
trees and signs of daffodils and tulips about to bloom.  It is a long awaited spring after a very nasty long 
winter. The month of March in particular, gave us just a small sampling of the mighty power of God 
through nature. Yet at the end of every storm we experienced this winter, the sun came out, snow 
melted, flood waters dried up, electricity was restored and life continued where it had left off prior to 
the storm. 
 
This past month of March also gave us much to be grateful for here at Grace.  We have witnessed the 
transformation of our C.A.R room back into a beautiful Chapel through the dedication and hard work of 
several of our members.  God blessed us with many skilled and talented hands and provided us with the 
financial means to make this happen. This is yet another example of something old and dreary being 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ άƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜέΦ     
 
 As Christians we are reminded of the new life we have been given every Easter when we celebrate 
Christ rising from the grave.  What greater joy and love could we ever hope for than knowing we have 
been saved by our Lord Jesus Christ and given the greatest gift of all, the forgiveness of our sins and 
eternal life.  When we think of it in those terms, each day is like the first day of spring for us.    
 
I think you will find that many of the articles in this issue are awesome examples of the spring or 
promise of new life within all of us.  All we have to do is open our hearts to God, and let him in and 
watch what happens.  I hope you will enjoy and be inspired by what you read in these pages, and I hope 
this spring will be the beginning of a new God inspired life within you all.   
 
God Bless, 
Lindy Stauner 

                                                                                    

http://www.graceinmb.org/


  ASK THE PASTOR 
 

What is the event of Baptism? 
 

Baptism is the event in which God identifies the believers with the death and work of Christ 
through faith. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΚ  
When we were baptized into his death, we were placed into the tomb with him.  As Christ was 
brought back from death to life by the glorious power of the Father, so we, too, should live a 
new kind of life.  (Romans 6:3-4)  
 
In baptism, God puts His name upon the one being baptized.  That identification means that 
God never gives up or stops loving the baptized.  He promises to make them aware of their sin 
and call them to repentance. 
 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matt 28:19-20) 
 
The word baptism means to wash or cleanse.  Baptism (The washing or cleansing) is the work of 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōeing 
baptized.  In baptism, God covers you with the righteousness that Jesus has, so that you are 
seen clean and without sin before God.  This makes you a child of God spiritually and heir to the 
promise of God for the righteous. 
 
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are AbǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎŜŜŘΣ 
and heirs according to the promise.  Gal 3:26-29 
 
In baptism, God cleanses you from all sin.  God gives you a heart that can love Him.  God gives 
you a spirit that can obey and follow in His ways.  
 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put My Spirit in 
you; I will move you to follow My decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  Ezek 36:25-27 
 
You can look back to your baptism as the moment when you were united with Christ in His 
death and resurrection.  This reference point will always remind you that you began your 
Christian life with a clear conscience before God. 



ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ όǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ bƻŀƘύ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ǎŀǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ς not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.  It saves you by 
the resurrection of WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ όL tŜǘŜǊ оΥнмύΦ 
 
All who are baptized respond with repentance and joy.  Repentance is the acknowledgment 
that you are guilty of sin and desire not to live in sin anymore.  Joy is the peace and confidence 
that you are loved by God.  Very small children express their repentance and joy privately with 
God.  Older children and adults express their repentance and joy publicly. 
 
tŜǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άwŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off ς ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀƭƭΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ 
2:38-фύ  L ōŀǇǘƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ άaŀǊƪ 1:8 
 
All believers, who have not been baptized, should receive baptism when given the opportunity.  
The children of believers should be brought to God in baptism so God can work within their 
lives.  We need to realize that all people are sinful and need a Savior.  Is there any point in a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ {ŀǾƛƻǊΚ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
even from the moment of conception. 
 
Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Ps51:5 Jesus 
answerŜŘΣ άL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the spirit gives birth to spirit.  John 3:5-6. 
 
Baptism confirms the fact that your old sin nature has been crucified and that you have put on 
a new godly nature.  A vow of commitment to serve Jesus, and to live separate from a sinful 
lifestyle was spoken by you or over you.  You or your parents need to be willing to honestly 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ and values.  To walk with Jesus means to be 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅǎΦ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
apply them to all the decisions of your life as found in the Bible. 
 
According to Scripture, any believer in Christ can baptize you a church leader, church member, 
or a pastor. 
 
Pastor Richard Jones    
 

                                                                         



 
From the office of the President at Grace Lutheran Church 

 

State of the Congregation 

My fellow members of Grace Lutheran, the month of March marks the end of the first quarter of the 

new year and is typically seen as the turning point from winter to warmer, better days ahead.   It has 

now been three months since the beginning of my administration as President of the Council at Grace, 

ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

Grace Lutheran is a vibrant church whose history extends back to 1953.  Now more than 55 years later, 

our community and our church has seen sweeping changes.  Some, but not all of those changes have 

ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 

28.  Throughout the years, the members, visitors and friends of Grace, with the help of excellent 

teachers like Pastor Jones, have continually heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and then taken that 

message out into the community.  Whether through the thrift store, community food pantry, AA 

meetings, or any number of other activities hosted within our walls, the weak and the strong, the rich 

and the poor have seen the love of Christ in the hearts, words and actions of our members. 

The year began with the hope of great things and a few challenges. Together, we will face both with 

ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ Řƻ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŀŘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ǿƘŜƴ 

we were blessed with an amazing gift to support the purchase and installation of a video production 

system that will allow our ministry of the Gospel to reach far beyond our borders and out to the ends of 

the earth.  Part of that gift will facilitate the creation of a community garden which will literally allow 

members of Grace and the community at large to sow good seed and reap a harvest that feeds physical 

ƴŜŜŘǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŦŜŜŘǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ нллпΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊŜŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘέ ǘƻ 

some degree of its original purpose as a sanctuary.  At that time, council was reminded by Deacon Lynne 

YŀƘƭ ǘƘŀǘ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƎǊƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΦ   CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŀǇŜƭ tǊŀȅŜǊ wƻƻƳέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ 

called holds many memories, from baptisms, to confirmations, weddings, funerals, and receptions of all 

ƪƛƴŘǎΦ  ! ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ άǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜέ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ YŜƛǘƘ aƛƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

board of Building & Grounds, the project made slow, but steady progress with numerous men spending 

long hours sanding cedar walls.  After an extended work stoppage, the project was restarted with a 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ƎƻŀƭΣ ά²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 5ŀȅ нлмлέΣ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ  hƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моth Keith again rallied members to the 

cause and the men and women of Grace answered the call.  Five continuous weeks and hundreds of 

hours later, the results can be seen as the C.P.R. is now 98% finished with just minor trim, light fixtures 

and a new carpet left to install.  Chip Stark deserves special mention for being on the job virtually every 

Řŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΦ  /ƘƛǇΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  Iƛǎ 

quiet unassuming approach was both an inspiration and a source of instruction for everyone that 



worked with him.   Thank you Chip, ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

you more through this project.   

Inevitably, I will miss some names here, so please forgive me in advance if this list of participants/ 

donors is not quite complete.  Ed Colwell, Keith & Melinda Miller, Fred Saluto, Bill Wilson, Alex Hilton, 

Jonathan Thomas,  Dave Andersen, Carl Hamburger, Ed & Mary Ritzmann, Patrick Doyle, Silvio & Michael 

Del Ponte,  Billy & Dawn Farrell, Bill & Tricia Brandt, Jonah Santos, Alfred Solis, Kenny Milton, Larry 

Duffy, Mark Wiederman and Shawn Martinez, Jerry Guerra & his children, Timothy Jones & Ward 

Caskey. 

I wanted to spend time talking about this successful project because one success breeds another.  More 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέΣ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ άǘƻ Řƻέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

church) is the understanding that the ability for our members to pull together for a common goal is a 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ   DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ моо ŎƘŀrter 

members who pooled their resources, their skills, their prayers and their vision to build a place where 

the love of God could be experienced.  Today, there is an equal amount of those same attributes in 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ DǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇiring because God needs us as a congregation to step up 

day after day making ourselves available to do the work He has planned for us.   

Grace Lutheran Church is alive and growing.  This body is made up of many members with different 

abilities all purposed toward the same call.  As I look about on Sunday and throughout the week, I see 

new young families, with young children excited to be here.  I see eager faces, open ears and receptive 

ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ  L ǎŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘo dig deep and support the church 

ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅΦ  L ǎŜŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ   !ǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

hearts and minds of His people ready to do their part in His master plan. 

It is my great honor to serve as your President and I am continually available by phone and email for 

your comments, questions, or concerns.  Please join me in prayer for the continued growth of our 

congregation, the healing of our community against sin, drugs, anger and violence, and the salvation of 

all those who do not yet have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Your fellow Servant in Christ, 

David Santos 

*please send your comments or questions to President@graceinmb.org 

 

                                                           
  

mailto:President@graceinmb.org


 

aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ƻƻǘ /ŀƳǇ 

On March 6th over 500 brothers in Christ came together at Smithtown Gospel Tabernacle for a God 4 Me 

aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ aŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻǘ ŎŀƳǇΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜƴ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ 

Christ and help us find out what might be a hindrance to that fact. Each boot camp has a different theme. God 4 

Me does two ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ! b9² YLb5 hC a!b-

LUKEWARM MEETS 212 DEGREES. 

 There is a time of praise and worship, and speakers, and group sharing on the topics. We here from Grace, had a 

contingent of 11 men of varying in ages that attended and learned a lot. I personally learned that we need to 

constantly examine ourselves (see 2 Corinthians 13:5) and that needs to be done daily.  I also learned that there 

are seven symptoms of a sick soul (lukewarmeus maneas). 

 1-Indifferent to Sin: A person won't have a relationship with Christ till you have a relationship with your sin. 

 2- Compromise: Flatterers of the world who tend to choose the popular over what's right. One foot in the world 

and one foot with God. 

 3-Adolescent Adult: Immature men, a child of their world. My way or no way. They cast responsibility on others. 

 4- Lazy (Slothful): So much attention is paid to the aggressive sins, such as lust, cruelty, and greed with all their 

tragic effect, that too little attention is paid to the passive sins such as apathy and laziness-which in the long run 

can have a more devastating effect.  It is kind of like a light that was once burning bright and has lost its brightness.  

I think that we all can fall into this sin at one time or another.  

5- Critical Spirit: In the toolbox of pride rests the measuring stick of comparison and the hammer of idolatry ( 

whatever you Idolize you will demonize). 

 6- Self-Indulgence: Money, Consumerism, Comfort, Security-How a man spends or hordes his wages determines 

his values. 

 7- Control Freak: Worry, Anxiety, Play it safe faith, Order before action.  

These 7 symptoms were very eye opening and yes at times uncomfortable to read, but you know its part of the 

process in growing with Christ, and wanting to know what kind of things the enemy will use to draw us away from 

God.  

The Boot Camp began at 8:00am and ended at 12:30pm. We all had a great time of fellowship, learning and 

training to be the best Christian Men that we can be. 

 On anothŜǊ ƴƻǘŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻƳŀƴϥǎ [ƛŦŜ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ 

yet and a very special thank you to the men who renovated the old chapel. You guys rock. 

 Men keep your ears and eyes open for there will be more opportunities for service and for growth in the coming 

months. I leave you with scripture from 1 Timothy 4: 7b-8 NLT-Train yourself to be godly. Physical training is good, 

but training for godliness is much better, promising benefits in this life and in the life to come.  

 May God Truly Bless You - Mark Drenzyk 



Lights, camera, action!  Yes, ladies and gentlemen Sunday, 

February 21st, was Girls for God Movie Night.  All of us sat in awe 

as we watched, άLove Comes Softly άŀ romantic love story including 

beautiful scenery and a great message.  This movie was a great 

choice (thanks Gayle Klein) and we are looking forward to viewing 

the other movies in this series as well as enjoying great fellowship 

with one another. 

DƛǊƭǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ¢ŜŜƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 

League group who meets at different times throughout the year.  Our next meeting will be on 

Sunday, May 2nd at 5pm.  Our activity and topic will be announced.  Any young lady aged 11 and 

up is encouraged and welcome to join.  If you have any questions, please contact the church 

office or Linda Guteres at 631/924-1776 or lagster@optonline.net. 

 

 

Walking with Jesus was the theme for the 23rd Annuaƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 5ŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 

March 27, 2010.  On this unbelievable day, close to 200 women were greeted, fed, served, and 

catered to by close to 30 men of all ages who joyfully gave of their time and their talents to 

everyone in attendance.   

OpeniƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴΣ άaŀƴ .ŀƴŘΣέ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5Ω!ǉǳƛƴƻΦ  LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 

the day was a Bible Study led by Ruth Kuhn, a very meaningful youth skit entitlŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘƻƻƭΣέ 

ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5L±!{ ό5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻƴƎύΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ 

!Ŏǘέ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

Women from Grace as well as many women of other local and distant churches came to 

experience joy, laughter, thoughtfulness, fellowship, encouragement, and love and were 

blessed in doing so.  It was a blessing to everyone who participated-whether you were able to 

give a little, or give a lot, everyone was blessed ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 5ŀȅΦ 

 

SAVE THE DATE!   

MARCH 26TH, 2011  

24TH ANNUAL WOMENõS LIFE DAY  

FEARLESSLY COURAGEOUS  

****************************************  

mailto:lagster@optonline.net


 

ñ Progressive Dinner ñ 
 

By Donna Smith 

 
On Saturday, February 27, 2010, fourteen married couples of Grace Lutheran Church gathered 
for our annual ñProgressive Dinnerò at 6:00pm sharp. But let me explain what a Progressive 
Dinner is before I go any further. 

 
Many years ago the ñProgressive Dinnerò was started in conjunction with our ñMarriage 

Enrichmentò program that was organized by Barbara and Arnie Davis. The original ñProgressive 

Dinnerò moved from home to home during the course of the evening but 4 years ago the Board 

of Fellowship asked permission to re-instate this wonderful event but to have it take place in the 

church instead of traveling from home to home. So it is now held entirely in the church and each 

course is served in a separate room. There are 4 courses served ï Appetizers, Soup & Salad, 

Dinner and Dessert. Each couple signs up for a course. Each couple is then required to serve 

that one course for 3 couples (sometimes 4 couples if someone has to cancel unexpectedly) in 

addition to themselves. And then each couple is a guest at every other course. The intention is 

that each couple dines with different couples at each course, but depending on the amount of 

couples signed up there may be a few that dine together twice. 

Saturday, February 27, 2010 was a beautiful sunny day, which set the tone for the evening. 

Everyone arrived at the church at 3pm to set their tables for their course. How you set your table 

is up to each individual couple. Some couples set a very lavish or colorful table while some 

couples leave you a little memento of your time spent with them.  Each table represents that 

coupleôs personality. After set up was complete we returned home to finish our preparations for 

the evening. 

We all returned at 6:00pm and gathered in the Nursery for Appetizers. David Santos opened the 

festivities with prayer and we all enjoyed the appetizers and fellowship. An hour later we moved 

on to the Fellowship rooms and enjoyed the Soups and Salads prepared by our 4 hosts. The fun 

continued as we moved to the Narthex for the Entrée. Usually the Entrée is served in the CAR 

room but was moved to the Narthex due to the ongoing construction of the CAR room. Once 

again we were blessed by the food and fellowship at this course. Then we moved across the 

Narthex to Dessert. For many people Dessert is their favorite part of a meal and we joke that 

our evening should start with Dessert. Dessert is sort of bittersweet though because it reminds 

us that the evening is coming to an end. We once again enjoyed the wonderful desserts 

prepared by our hosts and enjoyed the fellowship even more. As the evening wound down we 

continued to share recipes and stories as we helped each other clean up and pack up our 

tables.  

It truly was a very special evening. New friendships were formed and old friendships rekindled. 

We enjoyed the company of three ñnewò couples to the ñProgressive Dinnerò now held at the 

church, two of which had never attended a Progressive Dinner before. We were blessed beyond 



measure as a group but it is my belief that every individual couple was also blessed in some 

small way. 

This special event is truly a blessing to the married couples of our church especially during such 

a turbulent financial time. It allows couples to spend time out for the evening with their spouse 

as well as a time of fellowship with other couples for such a small amount of money. As we 

serve our guests on this evening we are reminded of the joys of serving others. 

We hope to have another dinner in the Fall and we look forward to more couples enjoying the 

fun, food and fellowship that we are fortunate to be blessed with. Please watch the bulletin for 

our Fall date. God Bless!  

                                                                                
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Maundy Thursday Soup and Bread Dinner  

By Maureen Leonard  

The Maundy  Thursday  dinner has been a tradition here at Grace church for a number of 

years.   I  can still remember when Wayne and my girls Carlene and Jodie went to our first 

Maundy Thursday dinner; we sat w ith  Gayle and Ed Klein who only had two children then 

Jen and Matt.   Jen was just a baby, which  gives you an idea  of  how long we have been 

doing this.   

The meal that we share is kind of like the last supper, it represents Jesus sitting and eating 

with his disciples.  We, as the family of Grace , remember  what Jesus did for us and how he 

beg an his walk to Calv ary.  What we do is ask anyone who would like to bring a pot of hot 

soup to the church and  then  we share it with all.  Some people also bring bread to share  and 

then we all sit down to dinner together.  

 After the meal , there is a Maundy Thursday service.   I know when I  sit down to this meal it 

really helps me remember just what Jesus did for me,   that he died on the cross for all of 

my sins.   Sometimes we are so busy that this dinner helps us take time out and just think 

about Jesus.   On Easter Sunday we all know the gift, that God has given us ,  

                                "HE HAS RISEN HE HAS RISE N INDEED! ò 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

JULY 12-16, 2010 

 

Though it seems far away, VBS will be here in about 3 months. A lot of planning and preparation will 

occur in the weeks ahead. We are stepping out in faith and will be holding our VBS during the day the 

week of July 12-16 with our closing program taking place Friday evening July 16th. Please consider 

helping during this exciting time, whether it is for one day, all five days or some amount in between! We 

need as much adult supervision as possible to ensure a safe learning environment for the children to 

explore the mighty Love of God!  If you sign the sheet on the kiosk, be assured that you will be used 

during the week! It does take us awhile to organize our volunteers so you may not hear from us right 

away. However, if you sign up, you are wanted and will be utilized! 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ±.{ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ άIƛƎƘ {Ŝŀǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΥ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƛƎƘǘȅ [ƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜǎ п 

(who have completed one year of PreK) through those who have completed 5th grade will gather from 9 

am -12 noon each day to have a time of singing, crafts, snack, lesson, Chadder Chipmunk DVD, games 

ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ±.{ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ Ŧrom joining us this 

ȅŜŀǊΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ȅƻǳΗ  LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 

love to learn about Jesus in different ways. 

 

If you have any questions, please direct them to Tricia Brandt, Liz Vasell or Belinda Stauner. If you have 

never taken our Sexual Abuse Policy Training, you must do so prior to helping with VBS. There will be 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΧƧǳǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΦ 

 

So plan to come along as we journey the High Seas together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please register early so that further information can be mailed to you before the start of VBS and to 
assure space availability.  Completed forms and payment may be brought to the office 

(office hours 9am ς3pm  M-F) or mailed to: 

Grace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 496, Mastic Beach, NY 11951   281-8196 

                                       VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL                   

                        Registration Form 
DATE:  July 12 - 16, 2010    THEME: ñHigh Seas Expeditionò 

                                       ñExploring the Mighty Love of Godò 

 TIME:   9:00 A.M. TO 12:00 Noon   FEE:  $15.00 per child                                              
$ 10.00 each additional child 

 PLACE:  Grace Lutheran Church, 240 Mastic Road at Lincoln Ave, Mastic Beach, 11951                                     

*    *    *   *   *    *   *  *  *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    * 

ALL CHILDREN COMPLETED PRE K-4 THROUGH 5TH GRADE 

Name of Parent (s)___________________________________       Phone #  _________________________ 

Full Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

Alternate Emergency Number_________________________ Name of Person____________________ 

Please check one: 

_______  I (we)  attend Grace Lutheran Church 

______    I (we)  attend another church_______________________________________ 

_____      I (we)  have no church affiliation 

CHILDôS   NAME                              GRADE COMPLETED           FOOD ALLERGIES  

_____________________________                ________________           ______________________ 
_____________________________                ________________           ______________________ 
_____________________________                ________________           ______________________ 
_____________________________                ________________           ______________________ 

 I hereby give permission for my child/children named above to take part in all activities of the 
Vacation Bible School (including  games, crafts, and similar activities) 

 At Grace Lutheran Church from July 12-16, 2010. 

_________________________________                  

Parent or Guardian 

______ Please check if you would like to help out at VBS this year. 



 

Grace Lutheran Church Summer Program 

We are very blessed to be running the summer program again this year. Julianna 

Burriesci and Gen Van de Kieft will be co directing the program.  We will be 

exploring a few new places this year. 

Graceõs summer program will run from Monday July 19th ð Friday, August 13th.     

The day starts 9:00 a.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m.  There are 4 sessions and each week 

we do something different. The cost will be $175.00 per child per week. All your 

child needs to bring is their lunch each day. You can sign up for all 4 sessions or 

any one combination. The program is open to children who have completed 

kindergarten through completion of 7th grade. Each Monday the children are 

introduced to the staff and the children formularize themselves with each other. 

We open with prayer and music, go over the rules of the program and then start our 

journey for the day. 

Some of the trips are Splish Splash, Atlantis Marine World, Teddy Bear Factory, 

Country Fair, Adventure Land, Holtsville Pool, Cradle of Aviation and Long 

Island Animal Farm. We are blessed to have Sue Olsen as our driver as we use a 

school bus for transportation. 

Watch in the bulletin when registrations become available. 

Have a great summer and looking forward a fun filled one.  

Liz Vasell  

Summer Program Administrator 

 

 

 

  



Sunday School Coloring Contest Winners  

Our Sunday School attendance has increased to approximately 30 children every Sunday thanks to the 

hard work and dedication of our Sunday School staff of volunǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 

love for us fun and interesting for our children.   On Easter Sunday, the children had a party at both the 9 

and 11 sessions to celebrate this special holiday.   We would like to give a special thanks to Sue 

Anderson, Janet Austin and Mary Ellen Robinson for coordinating these parties. 

The Newsletter staff sponsored a coloring contest, which had its judging on Easter Sunday too. We have 

many talented young artists and the judging was tough, but after careful and long consideration, the 

following contestants were chose: 

For first place, we have three winners.  They are; Matthew Correa, Samantha Lewson, and Kaitlyn 

Kearns 

We also had four runner ups which are; Linda Correa, Joe , Johnny Coonan and Samantha Share. 

You all did a great job kids, and stay tuned because there will be more contest in the future.  

If you are interested in enrolling your child in Sunday School you can contact the church office during 

the week, or ask Sue Anderson our Sunday School Director. 

 We are always looking for volunteers to assist during Sunday school.   This may be the perfect place for 

you to donate your time and service to the Lord.  If you would like to find out how to go about 

volunteering contact Sue Anderson, Belinda Stauner or the church office for details. 

    

                                                                          

  



THE CHURCH LIBRARY 

 

The church library is always open!  Have a question?  Need some help?  The books are arranged in 
categories such as Biblical reference, Children, Church & Doctrine, Evangelism, Illness, Grief & Death, 
Marriage, Parenting, Spiritual Biographies, Spiritual Life, Teens and Young Adult. 
 
 These titles are featured on shelves to the left: 
 
  !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ²ŜǊŜ {ƛƭŜƴǘΧ ¢ƘŜ Cƛƴŀƭ ²ŜŜk of Jesus 
  By Max Lucado 
 
  Never Alone 
  By Joseph F. Girzone 
 
  ¢ƘŜ 9ȅŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊƳΧ! 5ŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
  By Max Lucado 
 
  Praying to the God You Can Trust 
  By Leith Anderson 
 
 For children:  The Very First Easter 
 
 There is a huge collection of Joyce Meyer tapes and some wonderful music tapes available. 
 
Barbara Keenan 
************************************************************************************ 

Boy Scout Community Service           

Community service is an important part of Scouting.  One of our tenets is service to others with no 
expectation of anything in return.  Each step along the scouting trail requires varying levels of service to 
the community.  Each step then becomes more involved as the scout grows and matures.  Scouts are 
encouraged to give service to scouting, their community, school, as well as their church. 
 
Examples of service in our community are: 
Food drives before Thanksgiving and Easter to help with food baskets 
Adopt-a-highway clean-up (Mastic Rd at Lincoln to Neighborhood Rd) 
Church Grounds clean-up 



Another example of service is to go to Cedar Lodge Nursing Home to play bingo with the residents 
όDǊŀŎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ /ƭŀƛǊŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŜŘŀǊ [ƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊύ 
Eagle Scouts must also organize, plan and carry out a service project as part of their rank requirement. 
(Sometimes totaling over one hundred hours) 
 
Examples of projects completed here at Grace are: 
The Christmas Candle Holders and the Crèche 
The large sheds out in the parking lot 
The outdoor chapel at the far end of the parking lot 
Future project:  To rebuild the summer program shed 
 
More examples of Eagle Scout service projects are at: 
Camp Paquatuck, Wm. Floyd HS, Wm Floyd Elementary, Tangier Smith Elementary, Brookhaven 
Memorial Hospital, NortƘǇƻǊǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ 
ƛƴ ¸ŀǇƘŀƴƪΣ {ǘ WǳŘŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ƳΦ CƭƻȅŘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ aŀǎǘƛŎ 
.ŜŀŎƘέ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ aŀǎǘƛŎ wƻŀŘΦ 
 
In this 100th year of scouting, Troop 138 pledges to continue to give service to the community and the 
Lord. 
Dave Anderson    
 

 

 

 

  



Harbour Lights Painters 

Harbour Lights Painters is a chapter of the National Society of Decorative Painters, a worldwide 
organization of more than 20,000 members.  Chapter membership consists of local women of all ages, 
passionate about the art of decorative paintings.  All levels of painters are welcome, and their monthly 
meetings consist of a short lesson with a finished project to take home.  It is a time of relaxing and 
fellowship as well as pursuing a productive hobby. 
 
Additionally, Harbour Lights Painters holds all day workshops on Saturdays a few times a year where 
they can do larger projects taught by a local teacher.  These workshops are held at the Grace Lutheran 
Church in Mastic Beach.  Once a year or more a national teacher will come and offer a seminar to the 
membership.  Tuition for the seminar is subsidized by various fundraising efforts by the group 
throughout the year. 
 
Community service is a priority with Harbour Lights Painters.  Past projects include painting seasonal 
placemats to hand out to Meals on Wheels recipients.  Currently, they have been painting windows and 
panels at the Pediatrics unit a Stony Brook Hospital to make it vibrant and attractive for the children. 
 
IŀǊōƻǳǊ [ƛƎƘǘǎ tŀƛƴǘŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ нрр 
Neighborhood Rd. in Mastic Beach.  The doors open at 6:45pm and refreshments are served.  If you are 
interested in painting or attending one of their monthly, meetings call Pam Varricchio at 631-588-2945 
or varriccp@optonline.net.  More information can be found at www.harbourlightspainters.com.    
 
 

 

 

FROM THE BASEMENT TO THE STEEPLES  
  
When I was asked to write about the blessings that God has bestowed upon me and how our church 

was part of it all, I honestly was taken back.  While reflecting on my walk, my family, my friends and my 

relationship with my higher power I had overwhelming emotions rush thru me. 

            
This church and all it blessings had been introduced to me not thru the doors to the narthex but from the 

foundation that this church was built on, literally...its basement. For over 20 years on Monday and 

Thursday, Grace has hosted a sanctuary and home for Alcoholics Anonymous. Those nights have been 

a guaranteed refuge for the addicted, sick and suffering.  People who host those meetings may come 

mailto:varriccp@optonline.net


and go...but this church has been steadfast in its commitment to those in our community needing that 
sanctuary. 
  
Nearly 16 years ago I found myself one of those sick and suffering...and after what I call a divine 
intervention my rebirth began with my entering the basement of this church.  After 17 yrs of endless 
drinking and drug abuse, taking hostages from what was my marriage and children, I somehow was led 
thru to AA via a hotline that led me to our church basement. 

             
AA and its fundamental precepts have God wrapped throughout it...they don't call him Jesus ...or for that 

matter Buddha, Allah, or truly by any name to be honest...they call HIM your "Higher Power" or ñthe God 

of your understandingò.  
 
From my view, at that time and after those years of absolute insanity and chaos, ñthe God of my 
understandingò could not and would not look so favorably upon me.  I mean, I was a big time sinner. In 
the wake of what was my life, there was damage, big stuff.  The collateral damage could not be forgiven, 
or so I thought. 
  
There are many certainties in AA and one that I can disclose without breaking anonymity is that they 
serve coffee...and lots of it and thatôs what brings me to the "rest of the story". 

           
 After sitting in those meetings for an hour or so at a time, the use of Graceôs restrooms becomes 

essential.   For months I was not sure what lurked around ñthe cornerò from the men's room, but I seemed 

to be drawn to find out.  It was a slow process for me. Timid and struggling with my idea that my higher 

power was not that happy with me, turning that corner was a very hard thing to do. 
          
But the draw was there and once I did turn that corner I was sucked into the sanctuary...to that inner 

place...close God.  

         
There, in that place, is where my relationship with my higher power began. Don't get me wrong, I now 
know that God had never left me. By His mercy, He saved me about a thousand times...but for some 

time, I had left him.  
  
AA insisted that I ''seek Him (God that is) now". I just wasn't sure he would take me back. But that night 
sitting in our sanctuary, desperate, alone and sober, God received me.  He took me back.  From that 
point forward, my walk, my roots have continued to grow in this church and its people.  Men and women 
on this side of ñthe cornerò took in this newly sober man and taught me the unmistakable love and 

forgiveness of Jesus Christ.  They helped me bring Jesus and His Word into my home, to my children 

and into my heart.    
  

AA still helps keep me sober...but God, I realize today, is in charge of my life.  I give Him all the glory and 

honor.  He steers my ship and continues to marvel me with his love and blessings.   

So in the words of AA, "Don't leave until the miracle happens".  And in the words or our Lord, "Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." (Matthew 7:7)  Just 

don't be surprised which door might open, it could even be the basement door.  

  

         -Anonymous, except to Christ. 

 

 



God Does Provide 
By Belinda Stauner 

Sometimes it is not easy to see what God is doing within our lives or realize what plans he has in store 

for us.  There have been many times in my life when I have questioned why He allows the things that are 

happening to my family to happen.  Of course whenever I have voiced this out load, I have been given 

the patent statements of He answers all prayers in his way and his own time.  When you are in the 

ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ 

downright infuriating.   

L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴ άƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ άǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 

problems and solutions in neat little rows and categories, and immediate answers to everything.  When 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ άǿƘƛǇǇŜŘέ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  hǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  

 God provided a great example of this for me and my family this year and the more I looked at it the 

more I realized that I had to share it with all that would listen to me.   I hope when you are done reading 

this, it will help you to realize the times that He has used you to ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 

not realize how intertwined we all are and how something you say, or do, or hear and pass along will 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ 

everything we do, before we even do it, but I do know that after I witnessed how he provided for my 

family, I have to accept that He is in control and I need to stop trying to deny that.  

My story actually starts nine years ago when I started coming to Grace on a regular basis.  Shortly after 

that time I remember a particular service where at the end when Pastor was making announcements he 

announced that a miracle happened in the church and a member who had had kidney failure and was on 

dialysis had been cured.  At the timeΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

happened.  I remember how happy everyone was and I remember thinking that it was an amazing story.  

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ about kidney 

ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ  L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  aȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ-law, John is a type one diabetic.  He has 

suffered many ailments and medical difficulties because of this disease but two years ago they all came 

to a climax and his health started declining rapidly.  He had been suffering with a broken leg, and 

infections in his foot and bone.  Eventually the infection caused him to lose his foot and a week after the 

operation, he was told his kidneys were failing and he would have to go on dialysis.  As you can imagine 

this was a huge trauma for him and for my sister as she watched him suffer through this.  However, they 

continued to research and try to find solutions that would help make things as good as they could be 

under the circumstances.  Each time something came up, we would all pray and try to offer any 

encouragement we could.  I put him on the prayer chain here at Grace more than once.  



In January of 2009, due to the current economy, my sister lost her job.  She received a severance 

package that helped them financially and was able to keep her medical insurance, but the stress of 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƎƛnning to take a toll on them both.  However they still 

tried to keep positive and forging ahead.  Again, I placed them on the prayer grapevine, and we all kept 

ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅΦ   L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ one placing 

ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ .ƻƴƴƛŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ YŜƴ 

were praying daily for him, and their friend who is a teacher in a catholic elementary school had her 

entire first grade class praying for him daily.  However, I have to be honest, after a year of watching him 

Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ōŀŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦ   WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ 

make other people laugh.   Through every disappointment and setback he experienced he still held onto 

that gift, but we could all see how tired and discouraged he was getting and all thought a lesser man 

would have just given up. God gave John that gift, and it helped him hold on.      

On Memorial Day weekend last year, John got the call they had been waiting for from Beth Israel 

hospital in Boston.  They had a kidney for him and wanted him to come right away.  So, they packed up 

and drove to the hospital which is about an hour away and they proceeded to get him registered and 

ready for surgery.  Shortly after he arrived, the surgeon approached him and told him he was sorry but 

the kidney was not in good enough condition and he could not perform the surgery in good conscience.  

They left the hospital heartbroken and discouraged.  When we heard about it, we were all at a loss as to 

what to say to them anymore. So we continued to pray, but it seemed hopeless and I think all of us were 

starting to question what God was doing and if he was listening.  

In September, I was at a meeting here at Grace with Barbara Drenzyk.  Jenn Santos came in to drop off 

ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άYŜŜǇ 

Ƴȅ aƻƳ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΦέ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ WŜƴƴΩǎ ƳƻƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ, but I 

ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜǊ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ WŜƴƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L 

ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  hǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƴŜǎǎΣ L ǎŀƛŘ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ WŜƴƴ 

ǎŀƛŘέΣ ƻƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻƴŀte her kidney, and they are starting the testing procedure 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘέΦ  L ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  L 

had forgotten that I had John on the Grapevine and people here were praying for him.  Jenn said that 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻƘƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀ 

pancreas.  She told me to find out what blood type he was and she would let her mom know so she 

could let the people in charge of her case know she had someone in mind to donate her kidney too.  Up 

ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ WŜƴƴΩǎ ƳƻƳΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

recipient in mind. A live donor is the best possible scenario a person in need of a kidney could hope for, 

but of course, you need to be a match with that donor. My heart actually skipped a beat, and in my 

head, I thought could this really be happening? 

²Ŝƭƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ WŜƴƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ 9ƭƭƛƻǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 

perfect match for a kidney donation to John.  Years earlier, she was not a match for her daughter and 

ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ WŜƴƴΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 

heart that someday she would do the same for someone else.  God put me in the right place at the right 

time to learn about this awesome gift.  Had I not been in church that afternoon, I never would have 



known that Debbie was doing this, or I might have found out to late for John to take advantage of this 

gift.  

As you probably figured out by now, Jenn Santos was the member healed when I first came to Grace 

nine years before.  What I did not know was how God provided for Jenn.  Her family had all tested 

ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ WŜƴƴΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅΦ  WŜƴƴ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ from a stranger who had heard her 

father praying about her in church.  God put her father and this stranger together at just the right 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  .ȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ WŜƴƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅΣ DƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ WƻƘƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ 

two lives with the same miracle.  

WƻƘƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нфth this year.  John and Peggy shared with us 

afterwards that had the surgeon in Beth Israel Hospital gone ahead with the surgery in May, John would 

not be eligible for a pancreas donation because that kidney was not in perfect condition.   John is on a 

donation list for a pancreas in NY Columbia Presbyterian where he and Debbie had their surgery as well 

ŀǎ .ŜǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ƴƻǿΦ  .ƻǘƘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƪƛŘney surgery and 

feel he is an excellent candidate for a pancreas in the future.  God protected John from a bad choice in 

May by not allowing the surgery to take place. 

Iƛǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ tŜƎƎȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ŀǘ 100% vs. the 

80% that would have been covered in Boston.  His creatinine blood levels are normal now and the 

kidney is functioning perfectly. 

Peggy started a job two weeks ago.  It is a better position then she had and she is able to work at home.   

Her insurance from the old job covered the kidney surgery and medical expenses completely.  The 

insurance from the new job will cover the pancreas surgery in Boston completely when that becomes 

available.  Her old insurance would not have covered the pancreas surgery completely.  God is providing 

for their future as well as providing for them when Peggy lost her job. 

Debbie has healed and is back to work, and is and will continue to be an inspiration to all who know her.   

Prior to the surgery the two families went out to dinner together.  We all marveled at how this all came 

to be and we started tracing the path back to when it all began.  The more we thought about it the 

farther back it went.   It became crystal clear to us all that God is always there, always providing. 

The gifts that God provided for my family in this example are endless.  The love and friendship that has 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƎƎȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

the hospital in May, they were alone; none of us knew what was happening because it happened so fast, 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƭΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ 5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ WƻƘƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ in the waiting 

ǊƻƻƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ƻƪΦ  5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ 5ƻƴΣ ǎŀǘ ōȅ tŜƎƎȅΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ 

and assured her that all was going ok, even though his wife was in surgery at the same time.  They put 

WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƎƎȅΩǎ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ own and showed us all what true faith in God really is.  Their 

example taught us how to trust in the Lord and put our fears in His hands.  Jenn and David spent time 

talking with John before and after the surgery.  Jenn assured John, gave him firsthand experience and 



advice on what to expect, and tips on what to do for his recovery.  God provided for both Jenn and John, 

in his way, in his time.    

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎέ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LΩƳ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ L 

know that God accepts that in me.  He loves me, and by His grace I am forgiven.   But I also know that He 

gave me this example for the purpose of remembering and sharing with everyone.   Everyone has 

ŘƻǳōǘǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŜŀǊǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

listening, and he does provide.  

Debbie Elliot contributed the following two articles.  She wrote the first one just prior to her surgery in 

January.  The second is an article she wrote while recovering from her surgery.  Debbie has 

contributed many articles to our newsletter in the past and is a published contributor to the 

Devotional booklet Portals of Prayer.    

Waiting 
Most of our lives are spent waiting.  You would think we would be better at it.  It starts when we are 
young.  We cannot wait until Christmas or summer vacation.  As we grow older, we cannot wait until we 
finish school, get a job, get married, have children, buy a house, go on vacation, or retire.  We get a lot 
of practice waiting but we still get frustrated when we have to.  Right now, I am waiting to donate a 
kidney.  By the time you read this, I will be home recuperating, but for now I wait.  Waiting is not an 
option for any of us; the challenge is what to do in the waiting time.  I am a planner, so I have already 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛǎǘǎΦ  LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ŀ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ¢±Σ and music to 
listen to.  All things to occupy my time as I wait to heal. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
basket or onto a to do list.  The enemy is fear.  Right from the beginning, I have known that God has 
orchestrated this kidney donation.  I saw on the Today Show that there is a real need for kidney donors.  
I called Columbia Presbyterian hospital and offered my kidney in thankfulness for the kidney my 
daughter Jenn received eight years ago.  I am now donating my kidney to the brother-in-law of someone 
ŀǘ WŜƴƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ! ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƘƻ L ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŜǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƳŀǘŎƘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǿƛƭƭΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ  ²ƛƭƭ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘƴŜȅΚ  ²ƛƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƎŜǘ 
an infection?  Will something happen to the kidney I have left?  Will I lose my energy and strength? Will I 
ōŜ ƛƴ ǇŀƛƴΚ  !ǎ L ŘǊƻǾŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ L ǎŀǿ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎέΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  I remembered when God told Jehosophat the same 
thing.  All God needed Jehosophat to do was to worship and praise Him.  So I immediately filled my car 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
fear, because God would take care of everything.  I knew God would take care of the battle, but I also 
knew that my responsibility was to praise Him and use the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God.  I have been in battles before and have seen the importance of both reading and speaking the 
Word and by worshipping God. 
 
In the midst of this battle, God also used two amazing incidents to teach me about waiting.  The first was 
when I got sick.  I went to the doctor with a temperature of 103.9 and a cough.  The doctor was 
perplexed, so he sent me to the emergency room to get a flu test and an x-ray.  This was exactly 10 days 
before my surgery.  After a bag of fluids and a chest x-ray, they sent me home without knowing what 



was wrong with me.  A day later I was fine.  Having my husband Don there also brought me comfort.  I 
realized even though he had his own fears, he would be right there beside me through all of this.  I 
actually not only felt better physically, I felt better mentally and spiritually as well.  God works in 
amazing ways to get his message through. 
 
The second experience was this past weekend when Don and I were stuck in traffic on the expressway.  I 
spent that waiting time looking at bumper stickers and watching people as they waited.  One bumper 
ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ άwŜƭŀȄΣ {ƳƛƭŜΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
amazing thing I saw was a car, with windows rolled down, blasting music for all to hear.  The driver and 
the passengers were dancing wildly to every beat.  They were smiling and laughing and having a 
hilariously good time in the midst of a terrible situation.  I realized that they still had to wait like all of us, 
but they were doing it with joy.  Sunday, the reading was an excerpt from Nehemiah, ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧƻȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǿŜŜƪ 
ƻŦ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦ  LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ  LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎΦ  

!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ. 
 
ά{ƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΤ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛǎƳŀȅŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
you; I will uphƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  LǎŀƛŀƘ пмΥмл 
DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ 
Debbie Elliott 
January 2010 

Rut Thinking 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƛŘƴŜȅΣ LΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LΩǾŜ ŘǳǎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘ 
exercise videos to find one that ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ǎǘǊŜƴǳƻǳǎΦ  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎΩǎ {ǿŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Oldies would be perfect.  It was a tape I did in the eighties.  It was so old that I was worried that just 
playing it would wreck my VCR.  Slowly, but surely, the music started.  As the dance began, I was 
ŀƳŀȊŜŘΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΚ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
I did yesterday, never mind remembering dance steps from twenty years ago.  But there I was, doing the 
twist, the monkey and grapevining all over the room.  Maybe it was because I had played that tape 
everyday for months.  Maybe those exercise routines had eroded a rut in my head that felt very 
comfortable returning to when the music started.  How awesome. 
 
What is not so awesome is when that ǎŀƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ǌǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
my thoughts.  We all have our own weaknesses.  I have a long list of them.  On the top of my list, is my 
ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƻŦŦΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǎǘŀǊts playing and I 
automatically start exercising my ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳǳǎŎƭŜΥ  άCŜƭƭ ōŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǊŜǇŜŀǘΧέ L Ŏŀƴ ŜƧŜŎǘ ŀ ǘŀǇŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ L ŜƧŜŎǘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΚ  hƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎŀƴΦ  
IŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊΦ  I can go to Him and tell him I need His help.  For fifty-five years, I have played 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊǳǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ 
though, he gives me the strength to build a new muscle.  The muscle of relying on Him.  As I do that 
more and more, that muscle becomes stronger and I spend less time in that rut of insecurity.  The same 
goes with all the other rut type thinking in my life.  
 
I know that in a few weeks I will be ready for a more challenging exercise routine.  In the same way, my 
journey with the Lord will offer new challenges.  New ways to grow stronger as I trust in Him.  Then, I 
will be digging new kinds of ruts.  Ruts filled with hope, peace and joy. 



 άIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ IƛƳΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ LǎŀƛŀƘ 
26:3. 
DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ 
Debbie Elliot 
March 2010 

 
   

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this issue of Grace Notes .  We feel very blessed to be able to publish this 

edition and want to thank all who have contributed.  We hope that the articles will continue to inform 

and inspire you and we want to remind you that this is your newsletter, so please keep those articles 

and ideas coming.  We hope to be able to publish the church website, so keep checking the site at 

www.graceinmc.org  and tell all your friends to check us out too! 

 

Enjoy the Spring and remember, HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED!!!!!  

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCHôS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

5/7 & 5/8 Cor Maria 

5/16  First Communion 

5/23  Confirmation 

7/11  Annual Picnic  1pm 

8/7  Ducks game  7pm 

9/25  Potluck dinner 

10/16  ñJosephò Sight and Sound Theatre, PA 

11/6   Ladies Aide Christmas Fair 

11/24  Share A Pie 

12/11  Christmas Dinner Dance  6:30pm 

 

Menôs Breakfast is the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month 

Womenôs Breakfast is the 3
rd

 Saturday of each month 

 

Please check our website calendar and/or the church bulletin for changes. 

  

http://www.graceinmc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 


